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25 May 1948
Dear Lauras

I cannot begin to tell you what a delight it was to hear
your famous voice over the telephone the ¢ther day. I am sorry
that my reason for calling you was more or less what we in the
military world call official. However, any conversation with you
at all is an awgkening to the glorious times of yesteryear.

What I called you about was, of course, as you well know, the
question of the application of Rear Admiral O.B. Hardlison to be a
member of the 1926 F Street Club., Admiral Hardison is the head
of the Pan-American affairs for the Navy and has to do considerable
entertaining both official and unofficisl. He is an excellent
fellow of charming background, and his wife 1s a very fine woman
whose father was Doctor Morgan, who I understand was one of the
President's physicians as well as Head of the American Medical
Assoclation. ’

I regret to say that I do not belleve that under the present
situation Admiral Hardison now feels that he ecan Jjoin the F Street
Club, However, in this I may be wrong. Certainly I know no better
Club in Washington or anywhere else, for 1ts purpose, than your
wonderful Club.

It appears to me that what Admiral Hardison hoped you would
allow him to do, and thereby contribute something to the Good
Neighbor Policy, was to permit him once in a while to give a dinner
at your Club for the Latin American big wigs, which dinner would
be official. However, you do not appear to approve such a plane.

I hope that one of these days that I shall have the pleasure
of seeling you. I always remember that when you went to Bethlehem
you announced, at least to me, that you would be around Washington
a lot, as you did not plan to become the "little star of Bethlehem."
Now, however, I understand that you are in love with everything
that you are doing in Bethlehem and that far from being the "little
star", you have become what might be called Bethlehem's "planet."”

1 am here in Newport where I am writing the critical analyses
of the major battles of World War II. These are unusual in that
they are not history but are evaluations of the conduct of the
high command at sea. TIwo of my works are finished and have met
with extraordinary approvael. Unfortunately you will not be able
to see one now, as they are for the present confldential.
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- I cannot walt to see you, so some day if you are in this area
for Heaven's sake let me know here at the War College so that I
mey feast my eyes upon an old friend. : .

Your secretary, Mary Cummings, was very nice to Admiral

- Hardison and myself when we visited the F Street Club the other
day, and I feel, as I always have, that you made a wise choice

when you got her to run it.

With warmest personal regards, I am as ever,

Your Old Friend,

R. W. Bates

Mrg., John M. Gross
Four Osks Farm
Bethlehem, Pae.




256 May 1948

Dear Chandlert

It was a great pleasure to talk to you the other day when
I was in Washington and to observe the brocad msnner with which
you face the problems of command, It 1s to be regretted that
your requirements for the future force you to leave this present
assignment in which you have functioned so well.

I am sending you by registered mail copy #3 of the Battle of
Mldway. It is for your psrsonal perusal. I should appreciate
your thoughts on it. Admiral Spruance sald to say that he had
declded to classify it as confidentisl without further reference
to the Chlef of Naval Operations, in view of the decision con=-
cerning the study on the Battle of the Coral Sea.

I should appreclate in a return letter to me some of the  ’ -
remarks which you made concerning the Battle of the Coral Sea
and also your thoughts concerning the value of the Battle of
Midwaye. I am reminded that you sald that you thought that in a
fow years these War College studies would be compared with Freeman's
Civil War studies. I think Admirsl Spruance would be very in-
terested to hear that. Although the conception and the writing
of the book 1s mine, the responsibility 4s his. He has heard
from meny sources how effective the atudy on the Coral Sea is.
Please return this book to me when you leave, and preferably before
1l July, as on that date we plan to consider the book completed.

I am en route Thursday to converse with Admiral Theobald
on the subject of the Aleutian phase of the Midway battle. He has
already told me over the telephone that he thought it was absolutely
correct. However, he wants to put in some comment concerning his
troubles with the Army, and that we shall endeavor to do if it
contributes anything to the book which will be helpful in clarifying
the Aleutian command situation.

Once again let me tell you how much I appreciate my associa-
tion with you and how thoroughly convinced I am that if brains
count, you should go a long waye. :

As ever
’ Your 0ld Friend,

Capt. A.D.Chandler
Chief of Naval Operations
Washington, D.C.




Dear Mac:

I received your letter about the first of May and promptly
got hold of the Alr colonels here at the War College. GColonel
Bourne Adkinson of the Alr Corps who has recently departed for
the Language School at Monterey said that he would look out for
you and ses what could be done. He has recently served at the
Pentagon. He told me that he had written down to a friend of
hils to see what could be done. I requested him to parallel it
by telephone because time was pressing. This he did and they
told him that your name was being sent around to see 1if anybody
wanted you there. This 1s the usual practide where officers
are relatively new and unknown to one another, so they endeavor
to choose whom they want by passing names around with an indica=
tion of their particular capabilities. Whether your name had
been passed around before Adkingon wrote, I don't know. However,
it i1s my understanding that it 1s being passed around there now.
Colonel Adkinson told me that he would get in contact with you
at the University., Should he not have done so by now, it might
be well for you to call him at Monterey at the Army Language
School and he will give you what information he has.

It iIs too bad, 1f you really wish the Pentagon, that you did
not write to me earller. A great deal 1s done these days through
personal contacts and as I know so many of the high command, I -
might have been able to help you. Perhaps I can now. I was in
Washington the other day and I wanted to go to the Air Force
Headquarters but Adkinson suggested that I wait. Meanwhile, you
have got your orders which had evidently been determined on for
some time,

Colonel Adkinson seemed surprised that you wanted to go to
the Pentagon. ie sald that it is difficult duty, that most -
officers do not desire 1t, that Washington was terribly expensive
even for an aviator, and that 1t is practically impossible to
get a house. This I well know of my own knowledge.

‘The airmen asked me today how much overseas duty you had had,
and I said I didn't think much more than about one year and that
was during the war. Evidently that is an important factor and may
account for your orders to PAC. I haven't quite found out what
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.this PAC 1s going to amount to but you can tell better from there.
I expect to be out in California within the next week and if I am,
you will be able then to tell me the whole story and we can cook
up something together. .

Some people think that PAC has to do with transportation.
They also think that if you like flying it could be a very fine
assignment for the present.

It 1s very difficult for me to make any recommendations to
anyons concerning you because i do not know what your qualificae
tions are. I have told them that you were excellent in flying,
in tralning work, in navigation, that you were a group commander
in Italy, and all and all that you are a hell of a fine fellows
They said that they would send that in and would believe all I
sald because it was mel

Evidently many people use political pull within the Service
to get a decent job. I don't think that you should hesitate if
you have an idea you would like some assignment to write or see
someone in authority or with whom you would like to serve and
ask help and advice. Had I done a little more of that, I might
have spent more than one cruise in Washington, which might have
been helpful.

Finally, I want to congratulate you upon your last child.
Although somewhat belated in my congratulations, I am nevertheless
very proud of you and Mary Helen. You have certainly done your
duty to your Country, which i1s more than I can say. However, was
it not a poet who said, "Many serve who only sit and think." I
do both very well these days.

Take care of yourself and your beloved wife and children.
Believe me my best wishes go with you in whatever you may attempt
to do.

With warmest regards, I am

Your Affectionate Uncle,

Mg jor Be.Jd.McKinnis
4501 Cutting Blvd,
Apt o 2=B

Richmond, Californis




26 May 1948

Dear Bittinger:

I have been wanting to write to you for a long time and
more particularly since your famous memorandum of several months
ago on the subject of the War College, Jutland, Lord Nelson and
the Nile. I was especially impressed with your reference to the
Baldwin Locomotive Works snd its productivity on all naval
matters. It must be remembered, however, that Baldwin as a whole
is a good friend of the Navy and had better be, because his success
is in a large part due to the assistance which we give him, He
has a tendency to be slightly two-faced, as I have heard him make
a speech in private saying that the Navy was underpald, and then
put in writing that we were pampered pets. I suppose that 1s
what 18 called a poetic license.

When are you going to paint me? It seems only proper that
a brilliant brush like yours should place on the canvas for
posterity, that great authority on camouflage who was, at one
time, temporarily at least, assisting the omnipotent Charles
Bittinger. My reason for thinking that you could handle my
beautiful curves is because I feel that one as clever as you 1ln
camouflage would find a wonderful subject 1ln me.

Take care of yourself. As ever
Your 014 Friend,

R, W. Bates

Captain Charles Blttinger
Cosmos Club
Washington S5, D.C.




26 May 1948
Dear Reggle:

I was delighted to hear from you the other day and receive
your queries about your Aide, Captain Casmpbell. I immedlately
took up the matter of quarters for him here through Commander
Dally, who is in charge of housing, and asked him to write to
Captain Campbell direct, which he has done. MNore than that 1
cannot do yet. My suggestion and Commander Dally's suggestion
is, of course, that the proper thing for Captain Campbell to do
is to come up here to Newport and look things over. There are
houses here and there that one can get, but the arrival of the
Fleet has caused the renting of numerous apartments heretofore
used by the War College officers. I also asked Gus White to
look into the matter, but whether he has as yet is doubtful.
Gus said that he had some thoughts on Long Island for youxr son=
in-law, Pres Bush, and would write to you about it. I shall
query nim today to see whether he has complied with hls promise.

For your information, I am going to California on Saturday
morning, and that will leave my apartment vacant until about
18 or 19 June. Once again I am turning it over to you for your
use during that time--naturally, rent-free. Anything in it such
as liquor is also yours to use as you will., I plan to go to
California for about three weeks on some leave during that time.

I suppose that you will lose your three stars on 1 July,
and I think 1t outrageous that it should be so. As I wrote you
long before I joined you in Manila, I think that you contributed
your full share towards victory by your very fine handling of the
cruisers and destroyers from 1943 onward. You looked out for the
morale of the personnel at sea and saw to i1t that they were not
forgotten. I certalinly have not forgotten you.

I know you will have a hectic time down at the FPhiladelphia
Convention, and I sppreciate your kindness in offering me a room
in your house. I think the convention, however, will be over by
the time I get back, but if not, I might appear one day to see
what 1s occurring. This is most unlikely.

Take care of yourself and of Elsa. Glve her my best love.
As ever,

Your 014 Friend,

Vice Admiral J.L.Kauffman
Commandant'!s House
U.Se.Naval Base
Philadelphia,Pa.




26 May 1948

Dear Bill:

This 1s merely to tell you how much I enjoyed our conversation
on Friday last. I know you are quite busy, and I always appreclate
the time that you can give me to dlscuss various matters.

Naturally, I am extremely interested in the Secretary's pay billl.

I think that the bill that your Board originated is very falr and

should in general pass. I think that the ideas that you and the

Secretary of Defense's Board have on the question of extra hazardous
. pay is also sound. People will threaten to quit if they don't

get a large increase for flying, for example, but in the end they

will not do so. Some will, but the vast majority will not. <%his

is proven somewhat by the diagrams that Captain Daniel has made

up in Bupers. These dlagrams show that roughly the same percentages

of officers in the principal designations are leaving the Navy

dailye. That is aviators and submariners with their 50 % increase

are quitting at the same rate as the ordinary line officer is with

his poverty wages. .

You may be a little surprised at my use of poverty wages, but
Agsistant Secrstary for the Alir, John Brown, in speaking before
the graduation class here last week sald that officers of the
Armed Services were forced to live in comparative poverty.

I think that you are making a very fine impression before
the Secretary's Pay Board. Also I feel that 1f you can in any way
increase the income of the Armed Services, and particularly that of
the officers, you will have earned the undying gratitude of the
Officer Borps. You will thereby do a lot to stabilize the morale
of the Armed Services, which without doubt is still quite low.

Dont't bother to reply to this. With warmest personal regards,
I am as ever,

Your 0ld Friend,

R. W. Bates

Vice Admiral William Fechteler
DCNQO For Personnel

Navy Depar tment

Washington, D,C.




26 May 1948

Dear Soc:

It was wonderful to see you in Washington the other day
and to note your excellent health. At least you appeared to
be in fine fettle, and it 1s gratifying to an old friend to
see that hils originsl mentor in practical naval matters 1is
looking so well. I enjoyed talking to you very much. You
have a very fine brain, and it is stimulating to associate
with it. I was particularly impressed with your comments cone
corning the War College study of the Battle of the Coral Sea.
Admiral Spruance was quite Iinterested in your comments, because
he wants to be sure that the format and the methods of presen=
tation and so on are corrsect. So far, we have not received a
critical remark concerning those matters. In fact we have
received considerabls approbation.

I told the Admirgl that you had not agreed with several
discussions in the article. I also told him that I had asked
i1f you had been provoked to think by your disagreement, and that
you had sald that you had. The Admiral then agreed with me that
that was what we had hoped to sccomplish, and that that was a
favorable reaction to the book. I told the Admiral also that
you had been interested in the amount of comment concerning the
conduct of Commanders. I told the Admiral that my reply to that
had been that this was not a history, but was a critical analysls
and that without critliclsm the studles would have no value..

I wish you happiness in your new assignment in Hawali, and
in many ways I am extremely envious of the fact that you are to
g0 back to that wonderful land. I know that you and Betty will
enjoy yourselves there to the fullest, and I feel confident that
Hawail will greet her long absent son and daughter with a great
deal of enthusiasmes I am figuratively placing a pikaki lel
around your necks. Can't you smell the aroma of the jasmine?

Finally, I want to thank you for your interest in my behalf
throughout my naval career. Naturally I regret that I was not
able to culminate my career with two or more stars, but as I see
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the manner with which advancemert s are made, I cannot feel too

much regret. I feel that my work has been far above that of most
officers and that my fallure of selection is due primarily to my

Love of Flag which caused me to speak out. What I am saying here
is not ego, as I have been told the above by some of the highest

ranking and ablest officers in the Navy, both during the war and

NoWe

You gave me my greatest opportunity when you let me go with
Vice Admiral Oldendorf. ¥or that again I thank you.

VWhether I shall be in the Navy or not when you return from
Hawall is In the lap of the gods, but the chances are strongly
against it. In or out, I shall watch your future career with
intense interest. I feel that if you are not granted a high
command when you leave Hawall, the Naval High Command will once
agaln have falled in 1lts trust to the Nation.

With warmest personal regards, I am
Very sincerely yours,

Ro we. Bﬂt@s
Vice Admirsgl C.d.lMclMorris
General Board
Navy Department
Washington 25, D,Ce




Dear Obie:

It was a lot of fun to see you in Washington. Tou were
very kind and thoughtful to me, for which I am appreciative.
I particularly enjoyed having your car to drive me to the aire
port. As you may have heard, no planss were flying in the
Quonget area and I eventually had to go north by train. What
a stinking ride that 1s!

I have written to Mrs. Gross, who controls the 1925 F Street
Club, and I have explalned to her what you had hoped to do, and kY
endeavored to throw it to her that she ought to help you, in view -
of t?e Good Neighbor Poliecy. Maybe something will occur, I don't
know

i was glad to see Ruthle 1s looking so well. I feel con=
fldent that now that you have a house, Ruthie will be very busy
working on 1t to fix it up to the high Ruthie standard. This
wlll permit you to play even more golf than you used to. A golf
widow does not mind being left at home if her surroundings are
as charming to her as the golf course 1s to her husband.

I expect to go to California on Saturday and to return two
woeks latere I will try to call you upon my return.

Many thanks for everything you did, and believe me I am as
ever,

Your 014 Friend,

R, W. Bates

R.Adm,Osborne B. Hardison
Pan-American Affairs

Room 2837

Navy Departiment
Washington, D.C.




26 May 1948

Dear MNr. Andrews?

This note is merely to thank you very much for your very
friendly interest in my affalrs during my recent visit to
Washingtone I feel confident that the matters we dlscussed
will be handled, and that when I return from leave in gbout
zwoneeks you will be able to tell me that Chrlstmas has come

n Junn6e.

I appreciated very much your personal attention and your
kindness in showing me the manner in which your affalrs are
conducted.s Please convey my gratification to the Colonels who
also offered their assistance.

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates

Mr. Andrews

M Bldg.

Room 1029

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.Ce.




26 May 1948

Dear Mariads

I am distressed to hear that you have really been ill,
but at the same time I am delighted to discover that you are
now on tahe mend and will probably soon be up and about. ZThis
is good news, for then I shall be able to see you perhaps.

It was very kind of your nurse, Miss Florence Shaffer, to
write to me about you, and I am forwarding this letter to you
via her. She seems to be a very superior woman, and I have no
soubt will insure your rapid return to health.

New England 1s beginning to burst into bloom now and many
of the trees, particularly the crab apple and magnolia, are in
full bloom. To those of us who have fought a long and freezing
winter, tals arrival of spring is a plain indication of the
presence of God on this earth, and is a further indication that
the Resurrection was in fact true. So now as I hear of your
illness and of your remarkable recovery, I cannot but feel that
you have passed through the frozen winter as did the trees and
plants of New England, and the fact that you are now bursting
into bloom in the spring, leaves me to belleve that you also are
rising into the beauty of happiness. Insofar as I am concerned,
1t 1s quite wonderful, and I know that all of your friends will
re jolce to hear of your improving health.

I am driving to Marblehead tomorrow to see Admiral Theobald
on a matter connected with my work here. I return on Friday and
leave for California on Saturdaye. UNaturally I shall think of you
out there, because the warm weather of California and that of
Florida must be somewhat similar. You must get your strength
back before it gets too hot, so that you may enjoy a more cool
climee.

I think that your nurse will laugh at this one. == I was in
Washington last week and they told me there were two young nurses
who were returning to the Naval Hospital at Bethesda at a very
late hour. ZThey ran into the doctor. One of the nurses, highly
embarrassed, sald, "Oh, doctor, I am sorry you caught us out after
hours." To this the doctor replied, "Oh, don't feel badly about
‘that girls, I am going out after mine now."

Tgke care of yourself, and here's wishing you' a speedy
return tc health.
Sincerely yours,




26 May 1948

Dear Bill:s

Cordelia Kane gave me yesterday a little present which
you sent to me by her in remembrance of your mother. It may
seem strange to you but I remember playing with that gift.

It must have come from her desk in her living room. Whether
she showed it to me, or I unconscliously picked it up to look
at 1t, I dn't know, but 1t actually brought back memories of
those happy days when your beloved mother was with us. JYou
were extremely thoughtful to think of me in sending me this
pregsent, and I shall always treasure 1t, not only as a remem=
brance of your mother, but also as a remembrance of you and
Ann to0 whom she was ever devoted.

I hope that some day when you are back in Newport I shall
have the chance to see you. You don't know how sorry 1 was
that 1 was unable to accept your luncheon of several weeks ago.
However, a conference of certain members of the staff of the
War College was set for 2:30 that day and it was impossible for
me to evade the conference as I had instigated it. I hope that
i am forgiven.

With warmest personal regards, I am
Yours sincerely,

Re We Bates

Mr. William Vanderblilt
Williamstown, Mass.




1 June 1948
Dear Swede: © g

: I received the snnouncement of the approaching marrisge

of your desughter, Elizgbeth, with mingled emotions. It seems
elmost incredidle to me that that young bady, whom you so
proudly diaplayed in Kahsls, 1s now s full grown, mature woman
of consequence. I cennot ssy that I sm entirely happy, however,
about the marriage. There csn be no doubt but that Scott is @
wonderful fellow nor that Buddy is msrvellous - it isnt't that.
It 1s the thought that this lovely flower,who has long decorated
your home, will no longer be there snd thst you end Ibby will,
for a time 8t least, be very lonely indeed. Fortunately, you
have that other charmer, Allice, to keep the bright lights burning
on Boundary Street, which should make the partisl ebsence of
Elizsbeth not too much to bdear, ' )

I should like very much to be present at the wedding, but
I sm going to Zalifornis on June 2nd. As the marriasge is on
June 6th, you can readily see why it is thst I cannot be at
Annapolis for that great dsy in Buddy's life.

I'1ll bet that she will be the lowdliest bride in the worid
on that deay. With her northern besuty, her vivaciowvs cherm,
"and her inherent persongl loveliness, shs would be s star in
any hesven., It is wonderful, therefore, that she chooses to be
a8 star in her husbend's home. For that grest decision you cen
thank yourselves, who brought her up to the reslizstion that
the best things in life sre home and femily. She will do-well

in both sssigmments.

Give my best‘to Ibdby who I know is as heppy 68 you sre over
your dsughter's happiness. God bless you both.

As ever,
Your old friend,
Captain Edward Everett Hsslett, USN

109 North Boundery Street
Chapel H1ill, North Carolina




Dear Swsede:

I was very interested in your account of the marriage of
your daerling daughter, Buddie, Naturally I can concur with you
that she was probably the lovellest bride of this year anywhere.
Also I don't Imagine that anyone got as fine a husband as she
did in Ricunaerd Scott.

1 should have liked to be there, and I would have been had
it not veen for the fact that there was considerable change in
pipplana flights to the coast and I had to go when I could rather
than winen 1 would.

M7 trip to the coast was perfectly delightful; I found my
parents in excellent health; my father, in particular, who will
soon be 58, was himself in every way; the weather was glorlous.
I ned @ifficulsy in bringing myself back to Newporte.

As rogsrds your loyalty to me and your regret in my fallure
to.be promoted to Rear Admiral, I think you should know that 1
neve ii:ttle interst in the matter. During the war Vice Admiral
Oldendorf recommended me for immediste promotion to Rear Admiral
"for demonstrated superiority in action against the enemy" at

the battle of Surigao Strait. Later, Fleet Admiral Nimitz called
Oldendorf and me to Pearl, after the Battle of Lingaysn, and told
mo, in Oldendorf's presence, that my work had been so brilliant
at Lingaysn and before, that he was promoting me then and there
to Rear Admirsl. In addition, he sent his Chlef of Staff to
Wgsnington to ask for my immediate promotion. King and Cook
sqyuashed voth accounts. Admiral Spruance told me here at the

War Collsge thet I had been asked to write the eritical analyses
of tne conduct of the commanders in the more important naval
vattles of the war because I was the best qualified offlcer in
the Navy to do thls. As a matter of fact I have now completed
the Coral Sea and Midway; the Coral Sea is printed and 1ssued in
classified status to the Navy and has made a very fine lmpression.

. The reason 1 do not get promoted is because I persisted
througaout the war in pointing out the errors in command during

the ware. My articles, although I was commended for them by the
sea=going forces such as Commsnder Crulsers, infurlated Cook and
King, Tas war proved them to be 100% correct. Cook and King could
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not brook suggestions from anyons, particularly from those in the
combat area wao might desire to save lives by recommending certaln
courses of action. To polish an apple 1s the best way to succeed
todaye Honesty 1s not desired; merit has no place; and cheap
pollities and knife-cutting are terrifically rife in all quarters
of aigh commend. It seems incredible to me that this Navy which
you and 1 30 loved and which I still love, could have fallen in
such sad ways. Thsre are at the present moment, in addition to
mors then 2,000 resignetions already accepted, an additional

180 or more rasignations of younger officers lying on the desk

of the Sacretary. Hde will not accept them except in cases of
extreme hardsnip.

Hy laock of promotion is due to the fact that I refuse to
suuat upe~l wes told in the war by certain Admirals such as Ike
Giffen to Le stlll if I wished to be promoted. I said "no" that
1 zad studied war wore than most and that it meant nothing for
me to be promsted at the expense of asomeone's child or one of our
Havy snaips. I nave the ssme stand today, and so the other day
1 told Admiral Sprague why officers were quitting, end pointed
out toaf i{ wss a lack of confidence in command--that many
of{icers 414 not want fo serve under admirals who were unfite-
tzat they felt taet there was no loyalty down==that they felt
a laeck of securily in thelr own futures because they had noted
tnat toe offlicers who had won the war were being treated mors or
less as criminsls and were being bounced out of the Navy, whereas

. Buoss wao had dug in and holed up during the war or even who had
more Or less falled, hed now come out of hibernation and were
. selzing conirol of the Service. '

As for ycur own submarine command, it also 1s falling on
bad days. Commander Davenport, who won 5 Navy crosses and was
& student here last year, came to me the other day just prior
to gradumtion and said, "Where asre all the officers that made
tae names in the war in the Submarine Service™? He further said
taat ae found thaet 1t was those who did badly or did nothing at
all in bthe war wao were now in the saddle and those who did well
aprearet Uo nave been forgottene. I ttold him that this was common
tirougnout the Service; that it was evidently & post=war phenomenon
and that it would probably eldar up. Meanwhile, Ozzke Colclough,
witii ne recent subnarine experience and no particular qualifica-
tions for iils new assignment, was made Commander Submarine Pacific
witaout Adziral Styer's knowledge. Also, Monson was sent in to
relieve Styer without Styer knowing anything sbout it. No matter
woat you may read in the Press, thls is what happened, because
Styer told me so himself,

Pleese don't pass this letter around, as it wonlt do any good,
tut some day I will get down there and tell you the rest of it.
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In view of all the above, you can see why it is that I am
not too anthirusiastic about whether I become a Rear Admiral or
not. On the other hand, I have a left bundle branch block of
my heart, which is of doubtful character. No one expects me
to dls or anything, but there is some question as to whether I ‘
am it for any and all duty. I am seriously thinking of-#atiring
physleally.” If I do, I have been informed by some in authority
that they will try and get me back to continue writing these
books. Waether I do so is alsc doubtfule

Teke cars of yourself, old boy, and keep your own physical
heelt: in & paramount position of importance in your mind, With
cne daughter out of the way, your living expenses should be some=-
what reduced and you won't have to work quite so hard. We want
gou around for e long time and we won't have you if you overdo
things. -

I ¥mow Ibby was radlant at the wedding, which means that
she rmist rlso be in wonderful health, She is s wonderful person
and you wers wige £o marry a younger woman. All the rest of your
1ife you will be eble to look at her and wonder how in hell you
dfd it. That builds up one's ego very much.

\ I did not see Spuds Hicks, nor did I call him. I tried to .
got over Lo see him when I came down from Lake Tahoe, but un=
o fortunzstely I was going to Berkeley to dinner and they changed

' the gingar date from 8300 to 6:30; this denled me the chance to
see Spuds,

With warmest personsl regards, I am as ever,

Your 014 Pal, -

R. W. Bates

Ceptain Edwe»d Everett Hazlett,USH
109 dorth Boundery Strest
Chaprel Hill, North Carolina
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I first realized that an accident would happen when I

sighted the taxi after I had started across the street. The
crossing at Farewell &keset and Marlboro StreetSis bad. I have
crossed here at least 1000 times always goling from south to
north. I always stop and look. In this case I did the same,
but no car was visible. I started across the street and saw the
taxl coming fast. As I realized that he could nokt miss me I
stopped. I had almost crossed the street when his car struck my
car just abaft the front wheel on the right side. The road ap-
peared to be damp and the marks of his skidding wheels were visible.
I got out of my car and said to the driver of the taxi, Mr. M, Zaton,
wno appeared somewhat unnerved, "You must have been making over
30 miles an hour". fe then said aloud to the few witnesses, "Was
I making 30 miles an hour"? “here was no reply. Then I shid to
him, "Look at the damage you have done to my car." To this the
taxi driver said, "The office is just up the street. They have
insurance to nandle that." I later reported this statement to
Mr., Crowley, one of the owners and a very nice fellow. Mr, Crowley
replied, "vid ne say that"? Well, its difficult to obtain good
drivers today. You have to take what you can get."

after the driver had calmed down he accused me of not stopping
at the stop sign. I rerlied, "You don't know whether I stopped or
not. You were zoing sc fast that you were not looking and did not
have your car under control." Some of this conversation which was

-

trobatly in loud tones must nave teen heard Oy the few witnesses.
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None volunteered any information as to the accident, mma I don't
bslisve that any witness is competent to say much about who did
what,excepting that there was & collision. I then told the
taxi driver to give ph&-nis name and car number, and I ofiered

nim mine. e did not seem to understand, so one of the civilian

witnesses, a man, said to him, "Give him your name and car number

and get his." This was done and wg drove away.
; PN
As soon as convenientdi notified the Police Depasrtment and

told them that although the damage appeared to be less than $100,00
and 1t was not necessary therefore to notify them, I nevertheless
wished them informed. The Sergeant’said that he appreciated my
report; that ikxwzxxx Marlboro and Farewell was a bad corner; that
a considerable number of accidents eccurred there and that it was
incumbent on the driver of the taxl to keep his car under. control,
stop sign or not.

frior to leaving the scene of theaccident I pointed out to
the taxi driver and the few witnessess that I was almost across the
street when hit, and showed them the taxl tracks and the skidding
marks which were visible for about 15 feet. ‘“hen it is realized
that a car travelling at 25 miles an hour requires 60U feet in
which to stop, the impliéations of the gbove are apparent.

I took the car to the J.H.Wetherell Co. of 7 Sherman Street,
Newport and also to the Nunes uotor Co.,Inec. of 76 W, broadway,
Newport for damage estinates. “hat—teesewere I d0 HOL KNOW,; &S

L¢;ﬂ&>&#ﬁﬁk&n~seaied envelopes—to-your-Hewport-agesnt.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

21 June 1948

My dear Miss Shaffer:

I hope that you don't think that I am a wretch in not
having taken action of some kind in the case of the death
of your patient, Mrs. Mariad Calvert. However, I did not
receive your message until Saturday, as I was on steady move
by plane and rail,

I had an impression that Mariad was improving, so that
her death came as a distinct shock to me. I was extremely
fond of her, and realize her tremendous dilemmas which had
her confused for so long. But who wouldn't have had such
dilemmas with the terrible experiences of her last ten yearsg
her husband's shocking death, the loss of her son so needlessly
in the war, her sister dying in sgony from cancer, and her
two unfortunate marriages following her first. I think that
the fact that she remsined sane so long 1s an indication of the
high character with which she was borm.

Evidently you were a very great help to her 1n her last
days and hours, and I want to thank you for your loyalty to

Mariad.

I should apprreciate any information you could give me
concerning her death and really what was the matter with her.
May I and can I do anything now to assist in any way?

Very sincersely,

R. W. Bates,




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

21 June 1948

Dgar Tommy:

It was nice to step in and talk to you and Schuyler
about the various naval matters which we discussed.

Naturally, I was interested in the success which you "
have achieved in obtaining for Admirsl Spruance the pre-=
rogatives of his rank to which he has been so justly entitled
for so long. The Admiral 1s very pleased, and he said to me
this morning, "You know 1 think that I have a very good friend

in Admiral Sprague". This, from Admirsl Spruance, was tribute
indeed.

With warmest personal regards, I am as ever,

Very sincerely yours,
R. W. Bates

Rear Admiral Thomas Sprague
Chief of Bureau of Personnel
Navy Department
Washington, D.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L
21 June 1948

Dear Waller:

This 1s merely a note to thank you for your assistance
in gaining me a trip to the West Coast on the Hotshot.

The trip both going and returning was up to the high
standards of the previous trips, and there is a belief
that under MATS there will be no change from the conditions
existing under NATS.

I was particularly interested in the Maxson dinner which
we had upon leaving Californla. Heretofore the Maxson's
dinners have been very poor, but this one,which consisted of
pot roast of veal, mashed sweet potatoes and fresh green peas,
was oxcsllent. I am thinking of writing a letter to Commodore
Small who now owns Maxson's to tell him of the success which
he appears to have achieved.

If Admiral Joco Clark happens to be there please thank
him for hls help. .

With warmest personal regerds, I am,

Vory sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates

Captain Raymond Waller

Room 2078A

0ffice of Chief of Naval Operations
Navy Department

Washington, D.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

21 June 1948

Dear Schuyler:

1t was nice to see you in the Bureau the other day and
to renew an old friendship of many years standing, It was
also nice to be Included with you and the Admiral when you
talked over certsin naval matters. I appreciated your support
in my comments concerning the reasons for officers resigning
and retiring from the Navy.

I was also very pleased to discover that Admiral Spruance
was to get that recognition which heretofore had been denled
him, Who finslly put the whole thing across, I do not know,
but, as you say, you alerted the Admiral to it one month ago,
and your action perhaps was even more important than was my
discussion with the Admiral on this subject and also with you
some six months ago. I sort of feel that in this thing that
I provided the seed, you germinated it, and Admiral Sprague
gave it birth. That recognition of Admiral Spruance's should
go a long way toward convineing officers in a dllemma con=
cerning their futures that the Navy may make many mistakes but
clears them all in the end. That is, all except mine. WNothing
will be done on that despite the special recommendation from
Admirals Nimitz and Oldendorf for my advancement.

Take care of yourself, and let me hear from you one of these
days when something interesting appears. With warmest personal
regards, I am as ever, :

Your 014 Friend,

R.W.Bates
Mr, Franklin J. Schuyler
Office of Chief of Personnel
Room 2064
Arlington, Virginila




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L
21 June 1948

Dear Red:

: it was a lot of fun to ses you again and to know that
you are the same old fellow that protected the Buchanan against
the Saratoga many years ago.

it was nice also to see Admiral Denfeld and to see how
well he is standing the rigors of his Job. If he can look as
well during the congressional sessions as he does now, he should
look even better now that he can devote himself to purely navsl
matters.e I was glad to see him again, as I have always liked
him. His choice of you as his administrative assistant has
increased my respect for his judgment.

d hope if you get a chance that you will reassure him as
to our friend in the first navel district. Very frankly, I
liked him quite well once he had become accustomed to what the
operations consisted of. Okinawa was his first operation in
- command, and at first he was not too familier with the picture.
It was not difficult for me because I had been doing this very
same work with Admiral Oldendorf for six months previous.

I would think carefully before I took a job in civilien
life. That 1s what Admiral Nimitgz recommended in my case.
He said, "Don't get out of the Navy without a job, and if you
are offered a job, dom't get out until you have re-considered
the whole thing.® No better advice than this can I give you.

L wlll be down agaia one of these days and will see you
with pleasure. By the way, why don't you read my Battle of the
Coral Sea? It will stimulate your imagination to greater thingse.

With warmest personal regards, I am as ever,
Your 014 Shipmate,

Re We Bates
Captain Howard Yeager
Office of Chief of Naval Operations
Navy Department
Washington, D.Cs




22 June 1948

Dear Harry:

It was nice to speak to you over the phone the other night
and at the same time disappointing, as I had hoped to see you
personally. X shall be down in Washington in a month or so with
gy draft of the Battle of Midway, which will be published by

uperse

We don't know here as yet who will relieve Admiral Spruance
but we do know that he will leave at the end of the month.
Apparently the more important fleet changes in which the War
College figures are Bogan to relieve Murray who relieves Oldendorf
who retires, and McCormick to relieve Beary who relieves Spruance
who retires. Smith relieves McCormick and Clark relieves Bogan.
Very frankly, I had thought that Beary was coming here for only
one year and would then retire, to be followed by Comoirly. However,
this does not seem to have been an idea of Admiral Sprague's, for
waen 1 suggested it to him he got out the register to see how
much time Beary had. Admiral Spruance apparently seems quite
pleased to go out and relax for the rest of his life, and he will
be even more pleased when the President signs that bill which
will give him full pay and allowances for life. I feel confident
that the President will sign it, as no one is more deserving than
Raymond A, Spruance.

The weather up here is perfectly delightful. Everyone says
that I must have brought it with me from Caslifornia.

There 1s no particular pressure as yet here at the College
as the new students are joining up and most of the staff is on
leave.

I sent you a personal copy of the Battle of the Coral Sea
by mall, and I hope that you will have time to look it over and
that it will meet with your approval. So far it has met with
extremely high favor from those who have read it.

With warmest personal regards, I am as ever,
Your 014 Friend,
Vice Admiral Harry W, Hill R.W.Bates

National War College
Washington, D.C,




24 June 1948

Dear Don:

It was nice to see you when I was out on the coast, and
I wish I could have stopped with Durgin to visit you in your
home on Treasure Island. However, Admirasl Nimitz wished me
to examine his portrait which is being done by Albert Murray,
and I was so long with Admiral Oldendorf, that I was unable o
do more than drop Durgin at your home. However, the indications
are now that you will be here at the War College to relieve
Admiral Spruance, so I shall see you then.

The latest information on this subject, and I got it from
Sprague himself, appears to be that you will relieve Spruance,
McCormick will relieve you, Hoke Smith will relieve McCormick,
and Cat Brown (aviator) who i1s here now will be .come Chief of
Staff., In this connection the Admiral's Aide, Lt.Samuel Bernard,
a Reserve lieutonant and an awfully nice fellow, told me today
that he hoped that you would retain him as Ailde here. He knows
everybody, married a charming Newport girl, and has been quite
satisfactory to Admiral Spruance, who brought him with him from
sea. Perhaps you remember him.

Should you get your orders at any time, if you will write
to me I will gladly always do anything 1 can to facilitate your
arrival in this aresa. ,

Please give my warmest personal regards to everyone,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, Bates

Rear Admiral Donald Beary
12th Naval District
Federal Building

San Francisco, Cal,
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1l first realized that an accident would happen when iJ
sighted the taxi after I had started across the street. The
crossing at Farewell and Marlboro Streets is bad. I have
crossed here at least 1000 times always going from south to
north. I always stop and look. In this case I did the same,
but no car was visible. I started across the street and saw
the taxl coming fast. As I realized that he could not miss me
I stopped. I had almost crossed the street when his car struck
my car Just abaft the front wheel on the right side. The road
appeared to be damp and the marks of his skidding wheels were
visible. I got out of my car and said to the driver of the
taxi, Mr, M. Eaton, who appeared somewhat unnerved, "You must
have besen making over 30 miles an hour.® He then sald aloud
to the few witnesses, "Was I making 30 miles an hour"? There
was no reply. Then I said to him, ®"Look at the damage you have
done to my car.®™ To this the taxi driver said, "The office 1s
just up the street. They have insurance to handle that.® I later
reported this statement to Mr. Crowley, one of the owners and a
very nice fellow. Mr. Crowley replied, "Did he say that"™? Well,
1ts difficult to obtain good drivers today. You have to take
what you can get."

After the driver had calmed down he accused me of not stop=-
ping at the stop sign. I replied, "You don't know whether I
stopped or not. You were going so fast that you were not looking

and did not have your car under control.” Some of this conversa-
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tion which was probably in loud tones must have been heard by
the few witnesses. HNone volunteersed any information as to the
accident. I don't bellieve that any witness is competent to say
much about who did what, excepting that there was a collision.
I then told the %taxl driver to give me his name and car number,
and I offered him mine. He did not seem to understand, so one
of the civilian witnesses, a man, said to him, "Give him your
name and car number and get his."™ This was done and we drove
awaye

As soon as convenient that evening I notified the Folice
Department and told them that although the damage appeared to be
less than $100.00 and it was not necessary therefore to notify
them, I nevertheless wished them informsd. The Sergsant saild
that he appreciated my report; that Marlboro and Farewell was
a bad corner; that a considerable number of accidents occurred
there and that it was incumbent on the driver of the taxl to keep
his car under control, stop sign or not.

Prior to leaving the scene of the accident I pointed oizt to
the taxi driver and the few witnesses that I was almost across
the street when hit, and showed them the taxi tracks and the
skidding marks which were visible for about 15 feet. When 1%t is
realized that a car travelling at 25 miles an hour requires 60
feet in which to stop, the implications of the above are apparent.

I took the car to the J.H.Wetherell Co. of 7 Sherman Street,

Newport and also to the Numes Motor Co.,Inc. of 76 W. Broadway,

Newport for damage estimates.
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25 June 1948

Miss Maryly Taylor

169 Guilford Street

Claremont Berkeley, Cslifornis

FELICIPATIONS ON YOUR WEDDING. IT IS WONIERFUL. EKNOW

YOU ARE EXTREMEIY HAPPY. GOLDSMITH SAYS "SO WITH 'TECORTM

ALL THINGS CARRIED MARYLY FROWNED, BLUSHED, AND THEN WAS -
~ MARRIED. BEST TO ALL.

UNCLE DICK
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